Name ________________________

Period ______


COMPOUND SENTENCES PRACTICE
Compound sentences are created by joining two or more independent clauses (simple sentences) with a comma and a coordinating conjunction (and, for, but, or, so, not).
Part 1

Directions:

1) Underline the two independent clauses

2) Circle the comma and coordinating conjunction

Example:
Pacific manta rays are the largest in the ray family, and some of them have wingspans of 20 feet.

1) Stingrays are known as “birds” of the sea, but manta rays are called the “gigantic birds” of the sea.

2) Manta rays sometimes swim in tropical waters close to shore, but they really prefer to roam in the open sea.

3) A manta ray is one of the gentlest creatures in the sea, although for many years, the manta ray was known as a “devilfish”.

Part 2
Directions:

1) Join the two independent clauses together to create a compound sentence by inserting a comma and an appropriate coordinating conjunction.

Example: 

Growths on either side of the manta’s head look like horns.  These “horns” help the ray to herd plankton into its mouth.

1) Female rays give birth to one or two babies at a time.  Each “pup” may weigh as much as 25 pounds.

2) Baby manta rays learn to avoid predators.  The babies spend much of their time on the sea floor, flapping their fins to throw sand over their bodies.

Challenge:
Write your own compound sentence explaining how you feel about swimming with a manta ray.  (Underline the two independent clauses and circle the coordinating conjunction and comma.)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
COMPLEX SENTENCES PRACTICE
Complex sentences are created by joining a dependent clause (an idea that is not a complete sentence) with an independent clause (an idea that is a simple sentence), sometimes using conjunctions (ex. that, which, who, after, although, because, before, until, when, and while).   

Directions:

1) Circle the dependent clause (incomplete sentence that is used to add extra information)
2) Underline the independent clause (a complete sentence)
Examples:
Because the Atlantis is a research boat, it carries an exploration sub called Alvin.  
Alvin is a white and orange sub that is used to explore underwater mountains.
1) Because scientists were exploring undersea mountains south of Alaska, National Geographic sent a reporter along on the expedition.
2) Chad Cohen, a reporter, joined the crew researching a world that contains bizarre spider crabs, exotic corals, and squiggly rockfish.

3) Alvin is launched by a giant A-frame, which first lifts the sub off of Atlantis’ deck and then sets the sub in the water.

4) When the sub is cut loose, it falls below the ocean’s surface and starts to descend.

5) As soon as the sub reaches the ocean floor, Alvin’s lights reveal millions of tiny jellyfish and bacteria glowing like stars.

Challenge:

Join these two sentences together to create a complex sentence. (Be sure to underline the independent clause and circle the dependent clause in your sentence.)
Complex sentences are sentences that use dependent and independent clauses.

Using complex sentences can really improve your writing.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

