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Step 1

Take out a highlighter and highlight any place in your story where you give sensory details.  Above each detail, put either the letter S (sight), F (feeling), T (taste), SM (smell), or H (hear).

	Example:

My head was spinning with anxiety and I could hear my heart pounding through my shirt.  

The unmistakable smell of sweat filled the locker room before the championship football game.




Step 2

Now take a look at your rough draft and all that you have highlighted.  Ask yourself: Have you included enough sensory details?  

If not. . .

Add some!  If there are not enough details, your story is not complete.  This is an easy way to add to your story and improve your grade.  Make a note to yourself wherever you think you can add more detail.
If yes. . .

Reread your work again and circle at least five boring words that you will replace with more exciting words or phrases.  

